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Appendix B - Citizen Participation Plan 
 
Encouragement of Citizen Participation 
 
In accordance with 24 CFR Part 91, et al., Palm Beach County’s Citizen Participation Plan provides for 
citizens to participate in the development of the consolidated plan, the annual action plan, any substantial 
amendments to the Consolidated Plan and the Action Plan, and performance reports.  Citizen participation 
is solicited via one or a combination of the following: public meetings (in-person or virtual), newspaper 
advertisements, website postings, social media, surveys, and direct notifications.  Low- and moderate-
income persons, particularly those living in predominantly low- and moderate income areas, slum and 
blighted areas and in areas where CDBG funds are proposed to be used, are particularly targeted.  Palm 
Beach County also encourages the participation of all its citizens, including minorities and non-English 
speaking persons, as well as persons with disabilities.  During the development and implementation of 
the Consolidated Plan, the participation of municipalities forming the Urban County, local and regional 
institutions and other organizations (including businesses, developers, and community and faith-based 
organizations) is also encouraged.  
 
Palm Beach County will provide bilingual translators for public meetings where a significant number of 

non-English speaking residents are expected to participate, when requested with three (3) days advance 

notice.  The County complies with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements as it relates to 

public meetings and related activities.  All printed documentation incorporates a statement with 

instructions for requesting the documentation in alternate format.   Public notices advise of the availability 

of special arrangements for persons with disabilities when requested with three (3) day advance notice.     

 
Through collaboration with the public housing agencies within its jurisdiction, Palm Beach County 
encourages the participation of residents of public housing developments, along with other low-income 
residents of targeted revitalization areas in which the developments are located. The County makes 
efforts to provide information to the public housing agency about consolidated plan activities so that the 
public housing agency can make this information available to its residents. 
 
As required by the Citizen Participation regulations, Palm Beach County has prepared a Plan to minimize 
displacement of persons and to assist any persons displaced through the implementation of any activity 
funded under the Consolidated Plan.  The County’s Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation 
Assistance Plan is included in the Five Year Consolidated Plan as a separate document. This Plan specifies 
the types and levels of assistance the County will make available (or require others to make available) to 
persons displaced, and states when and how the jurisdiction will make this information available.  
 
 
Citizen Comments on the Citizen Participation Plan and Amendments 
 
The Citizen Participation Plan is disseminated to the public through posting on the Department of Housing 
and Economic Sustainability (DHES) website, publication in a newspaper of general circulation, and 
inclusion within the Consolidated Plan.  Citizens are provided with reasonable opportunity to comment 
on the Plan and amendments thereto. The County’s Citizen Participation Plan is prepared every five years 
simultaneously with the Consolidated Plan. The Citizen Participation Plan becomes an Appendix of the 
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Consolidated Plan, and as such, the Citizen Participation Plan is subject to the same public exposure and 
scrutiny as the Consolidated Plan.  
 
Development of the Consolidated Plan 
 
The following requirements are adopted under this Citizen Participation Plan to guide the development 
of the Consolidated Plan and the annual Action Plan: 
 
a) Various stakeholders and known interested parties will be contacted to provide information needed 

to undertake the needs assessment and to formulate goals and objectives to be addressed in the 
Consolidated Plan.  

 
b) No less than two (2) public meetings will be held to advise citizens of the planning process and to 

solicit input.  Notice of this public meeting will be published in a newspaper of general circulation, 
posted on DHES’s website at least 7 days before the meeting date, and sent directly to known 
interested parties. 

 
c) Drafts of the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan will be made available for public review and comments 

before adoption. The draft plans include, among other things, the amount of funding the County 
expects to have available to meet the community needs identified, the range of activities that it will 
be undertaken (including their location), the estimated number of persons to benefit from the activity 
and the percentage of these who are low- and moderate-income.  

 
d) The draft Plans will be made available in a manner that affords all interested parties a reasonable 

opportunity to examine its contents and to submit comments. The County will publish a notice of the 
Plan’s availability in a newspaper of general circulation, and on the DHES website.  Citizens will be 
allowed no less than 30 days to provide comments.  Comments not provided at a public meetings 
must be written. 

 
e) The County will consider any comments or views of citizens received when preparing the Consolidated 

Plan. A summary of these comments or views, and a summary of any comments or views not accepted 
and the reasons therefore, will be attached to the final Consolidated Plan. 

 
f) The Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners will adopt the Consolidated Plan and Action 

Plan at a public meeting.  Public notice of the meeting(s) will be posted at least 15 days in advance in 
a newspaper of general circulation and on the DHES website. Public comments emanating from the 
meeting will be summarized and included in the Plan.  

 
Amendments 
 
Palm Beach County distinguishes between two (2) types of amendments to the Consolidated Plan and 
Action Plan – Substantial Amendments and Minor Amendments.  A Substantial Amendment is required 
when a new activity or goal/priority is being added, and when an existing activity or goal/priority is being 
deleted.  All other changes are considered to be Minor amendments, including but not limited to: 

 Activity funding is increased or decreased 

 The scope of the activity is changed 

 The location of the activity is changed 

 The beneficiaries of the activity are changed 
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 The implementing entity for the activity is changed 
 
Amendment Approval Process 
 
Amendments do not require approval by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC), however, the 
Department Director may decide to present a proposed change to the BCC for approval before an 
amendment is processed for approval.  The amendment approval process is as follows: 

 All Substantial Amendments are advertised in a local newspaper of general circulation and on the 
DHES website, then followed by a fifteen (15) day comment period. 

 All Minor Amendments are advertised in a local newspaper of general circulation and on the DHES 
website, then followed by a seven (7) day comment period. 

 Any comments received are taken into consideration, summarized, and maintained in the 
amendment file. 

 An Amendment Approval Form (see Appendix __, Attachment 1) is circulated for review and 
signatures within DHES. 

 Upon expiration of the comment period, the Department Director signs to provide final approval. 

 Copies of the fully executed Amendment Approval Form are distributed to all signatories.   

 All amendments are recorded on the running list of amendments. 
 
Public Notices and Public Comments 
 
The Citizen Participation Plan provides citizens with reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment on 
Substantial and Regular amendments.  A public notice of the proposed amendment will be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation, and posted on the DHES website. The notice will describe the proposed 
amendment including activity description, location, beneficiaries, funding, and nature of the amendment.  
The notice will include the date/time/location of public meetings regarding the proposed amendment, if 
any. Substantial Amendments provide for a fifteen (15) day comment period and Minor Amendments 
provide for at least seven (7) day comment period before the amendment is approved. 

 
Palm Beach County will consider any public comments or views received in writing, or orally at public 
meetings.  A summary of these comments or views, and a summary of any comments or views not 
accepted and the reasons therefore, will be attached to the amendment.  
 
Environmental Assessments 
 
The Citizen Participation Plan provides citizens with reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment on 
Environmental Assessments, when required by 24 CFR 58.36.  A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
is published in a newspaper of general circulation and posted on the DHES website.  Concurrently, a Notice 
of Intent to Request the Release of Funds (NOIRROF) from HUD is published with the FONSI.  Citizens are 
allowed fifteen (15) days to submit written comments prior to submission of the FONSI/ NOIRROF to HUD.   
 
Performance Reports 
 
Palm Beach County Citizen Participation Plan provides citizens with reasonable notice and an opportunity 
to comment on performance reports. Prior to submitting the Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER), Palm Beach County publishes a public notice in a newspaper of general 
circulation and on the DHES website advertising the availability of the draft CAPER for review.  Citizens 
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are allowed fifteen (15) days to submit written comments.  The Draft CAPER is posted on the website and 
also made available for review at the DHES office. Palm Beach County considers any written comments 
received.  A summary of these comments is attached to the CAPER. 
 
Public Meetings 
 
Palm Beach County Citizen Participation Plan will provide for at least three (3) public meetings per year to 
obtain citizens’ views and to respond to questions regarding the Consolidated Plan. The meetings may be 
held in-person or virtually using ZOOM, WEBEX or an available public access application.  The meetings 
must be conducted at 3 different stages of the program years and will address housing and community 
development need, development of proposed activities, and review of program performance.  
 
Palm Beach County will hold at least two (2) public meetings at the commencement of the preparation of 
the Consolidated Plan and the Action Plan and will hold two (2) or more public meetings during 
development of the Plans, including at least one (1) to discuss the draft Plans. Finally, approval of the 
Plans by the Board of County Commissioners will be done at a public meeting. The purpose of the meetings 
is to describe the consolidated planning process, explain the HUD-funded programs including but not 
limited to the range of eligible activities and levels of funding available, obtain citizen views on housing 
and community developments needs including non-housing priority community development needs, and 
provide information on past performance. Notice of all meetings will be published in the newspaper of 
general circulation and on the DHES website at least seven (7) days in advance.  The notice will include all 
the proposed meeting dates, times and locations and will advise of special accommodations for non-
English speakers or persons with disabilities.  A summary of the proposed Consolidated Plan and Action 
Plan will be published concurrent with notices of meetings to approve the Plans. 
 
Availability to the Public 
 
The Draft Consolidated Plan, the Final Consolidated Plan, the Citizen Participation Plan, the Assessment 
of Fair Housing, the CAPER and other Performance Reports will be made available to the public via public 
notices and via DHES’s website. All printed documents incorporate a statement which serves to inform 
interested participants that it can be made available in alternate format. Additionally, each public notice 
includes language which informs the reader of the availability of special arrangements for persons with 
disabilities. These provisions will be made available with a three (3) working day notice in advance, on the 
part of the participant in need.  
 
Access to Records 
 
Florida Statute Chapter 119 (“Public Records Law”) provides for broad access to public records.  All public 
records related to Palm Beach County’s Consolidated Plan and uses of funds under the programs covered 
by the Consolidated Plan during the preceding five years will be made available to persons requesting 
such records.  Copies of records will be provided in accordance with DHES Policy and Procedure 
Memorandum EC-R-004.  Files will be made available for inspection during normal business hours at DHES 
Offices, 100 Australian Avenue, Suite 500, West Palm Beach, FL 33406.  Records related to the 
Consolidated Plan will be maintained for not less than five years following adoption of the Consolidated 
Plan. Minutes from meetings or audio recordings of meetings are available for review at DHES.  Persons 
requesting public records should contact DHES at (561) 233-3600.   
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Technical Assistance 
 
DHES will provide technical assistance to outside persons and entities in regards to all programs and 
activities covered by the Consolidated Plan.  The level and type of assistance is determined by the County.  
DHES staff will meet with elected officials, municipal staff, private organizations, and members of the 
general public requesting such assistance.  
 
Palm Beach County offers following types of technical assistance: 
 

 Assistance to citizens, established citizen committees, and organizations in order to provide them 
with adequate tools for participation in the development, planning, implementing and 
assessment of programs/activities. 
 

 Assistance to groups that request assistance in developing proposals for funding assistance.  
Assistance will focus on the interpretation of applicable regulations and instruction in the 
preparation of proposals/applications.  The provision of assistance does not guarantee the 
provision of funds to the groups.   

 
 Assistance to citizens in organizing and operating neighborhood and project area organizations 

(i.e. CHDOs) in an effort to engage in CPD program related activities. 

 

Technical Assistance is available year-round.  All scheduled public meetings allow for question and answer 

sessions related to community development related concerns.   

 
Comments and Complaints 
 
All comments received in writing or orally at public meetings in preparation of the Consolidated Plan, the 
Action Plan, amendments to the Plans, and performance reports, will be summarized and attached to 
each document, respectively, and will include a summary of any comments not accepted and the reasons 
therefore.   
 
Those persons who desire to make a complaint regarding the Consolidated Plan, amendments, or 
performance reports, may do so verbally or in writing to: 
 

Department Director 
  Department of Housing and Economic Sustainability  
  100 Australian Avenue, Suite 500 
  West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

Phone:  (561) 233-3600 
                                  HEScomments@pbcgov.org 
  
A substantive written response to all written complaints will be provided within fifteen (15) working days, 
where practicable.    If the response received is found to be unsatisfactory, the complainant(s) may elect 
to extend their complaints to the Assistant County Administrator.  If again, the complainant(s) are not 
satisfied with the decision made by the Assistant County Administrator, matters may be brought to the 
attention of the County Administrator and the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County. 
 

mailto:HEScomments@pbcgov.org
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Those not satisfied with the results afforded at the local level, may elect to further extend their complaints 
to the Federal level: 
 

 Director of Community Planning and Development 
 U.S.  Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Florida State Office, Southeast/Caribbean 
Brickell Plaza Federal Building 
909 S.E. First Avenue, Room 500 
Miami, FL 33131 

 
Use of the Citizen Participation Plan 
 
Palm Beach County will follow its Citizen Participation Plan when formulating and implementing its 
Consolidated Plan and Action Plan, Amendments to the Plans, environmental assessments, and 
performance reports, among others. 
     
Jurisdiction Responsibility  
 
The requirements for citizen participation do not restrict the responsibility or authority of Palm Beach 
County for the development and execution of its Consolidated Plan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rest of this Page Intentionally Left Blank 
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Appendix B, Attachment 1 – Amendment Approval Form 
 

 
           (Insert Number)           AMENDMENT TO FY          (Insert Program Year)_____        

 
(1) Describe the amendment, including the activity name, location, description, and funding amount.  

Reference any other interrelated amendment(s). (Attach additional page if needed). 
 
(2) Specify the eligible activity type per HUD regulations. 
  
(3) Specify the National Objective (if applicable) per HUD Regulations. 
  
(4) Specify the entity implementing the activity. 
  
(5) Specify the source(s) and amount(s) from where funding is coming (include reporting categories). 
  
(6) Specify the destination(s) and amount(s) to where funding is going (include reporting categories). 
  
(7) Specify the effective date of the Amendment. 

  

Requested by (DHES Section):                                                                                  

 

Prepared by:                                                                           Date:   _____________________                                 
Staff Person 

 
Reviewed by:                                                                        Date: ______________________      
  Supervisor 
 
Reviewed by:                                                                              Date:_______________________     
  Director, Strategic Planning 
 
Reviewed by:                                                                             Date:_______________________                      
  Manager, MHI - If Applicable 
 
Approved by:                                                                             Date:________________________  

Manager, CIREIS - If Applicable  
 

Approved by:                                                                             Date:_________________________                  
  Fiscal Manager, FALS Section 
 
Approved by:                                                                              Date:_________________________ 
  Director, Contract Development 
 
Approved by:                                                                              Date:_________________________ 
  Deputy Director, DHES 
 
Approved by:                                                                              Date:__________________________                
   Director, DHES 





Palm Beach County Florida                                   Consolidated Plan and Action Plan                                                   C-1 
OMB Control No. 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018) 

Appendix C – Citizen Participation Comments 

Following is a summary of actions and meetings held by the Department of Housing and Economic 

Sustainability (DHES), Department of Community Services, and the Palm Beach County Board of County 

Commissioners (BCC) as related to the development and approval of the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

and the FY 2020-2021 Action Plan. 

 

Community Needs Survey 

Between November 6 and December 30, 2019, DHES launched an on-line community needs survey at 

surveymonkey.com to collect data and comments from Palm Beach County residents on community needs 

and priorities.  The survey gathered data from 550 households on issues such as housing cost burden, 

need for services, neighborhood conditions, homeless status, etc.  Data results are incorporated as part 

of this Appendix. 

 

Consolidated Plan Eastern and Western Regional Meetings 

a) Eastern County Meeting 

Date:  Monday, November 18, 2019 

Time:  10:00 A.M.  

Location: 100 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan.   

 

Summary of Public Comments (Eastern Meeting): 

 A member of the public commented that higher per-capita income areas of the County should be 

excluded from computing Area Median Income as they tend to skew the numbers.   

  A member of the public recommended that, to determine cost burden, we should use a 45% 

combined transportation and housing percentage figure, rather than the current 30% to provide 

a better understanding of household cost burden in the County.   

 A member of the public wanted to know that as we bring information together, will it change how 

funds are used in the future.  The response was that the information will provide data on the 

needs in the community and establish priorities and goals on using the resources over the five- 

year period. 

 
b) Western County Meeting 

Date:   Thursday, November 21, 2019 

 Time:  10:30 A.M. 

Location: Belle Glade Civic Center, 425 NW 4th Street, Belle Glade, FL 33430 
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Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public in the Glades area of the County of the preparation 

of the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and 

community development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction 

with achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan.   

 

Summary of Public Comments (Western Meeting): 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Housing Leadership Council of Palm Beach County Public Policy Meeting 

Date:  November 22, 2019 

Time:  8:30am 

Location:  100 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan.   

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Comprehensive Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) Western and Eastern 

Regional Meetings 

a) Western County Meeting 

Date:   Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

 Time:  10:30 A.M. 

Location: Belle Glade Civic Center, 425 NW 4th Street, Belle Glade, FL 33430 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting held to inform members of the public in the Glades area of accomplishments by the County 

under the FY 2018-2019 Action Plan and to present an update on the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

process.  Comments received were incorporated into the CAPER and Consolidated Plan.   

 

Summary of Public Comments (Western Meeting): 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

b) Eastern County Meeting 

Date:  Thursday, December 12, 2019 

Time:  10:00 A.M.  
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Location: 100 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of accomplishments by the County under the FY 

2018-2019 Action Plan and to present an update on the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan process.  

Comments received were considered for incorporation into the CAPER and Consolidated Plan.   

 

Summary of Public Comments (Eastern Meeting): 

No public comments were received at the meeting.   

 

Housing Leadership Council of Palm Beach County Public Policy Meeting 

Date:  November 22, 2019 

Time:  8:30am 

Location:  100 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan.   

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Countywide Community Revitalization Team Meeting 

Date:  December 17, 2019 

Time:  10:00 am 

Location: Vista Center, Room VC 1E-60, 2300 N Jog Rod, West Palm Beach, FL 33411 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform County departments and members of the public of the preparation of 

the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and 

community development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction 

with achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

 A request came from a member of the public on the need for increased code enforcement activity 

in the Juno Ridge/Pleasant Ridge area of unincorporated Palm Beach County due to code 

violations. 
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Palm Beach County Reentry Task Force Housing Subcommittee 

Date:  January 9, 2020 

Time:  12:00pm 

Location:  Government Center, 301 N olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the subcommittee about the preparation of the FY 2020-

2024 Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Palm Beach County Affordable Housing Collaborative 

Date:  January 15, 2020 

Time:  12:30pm 

Location:  Children Services Council, 2300 High Ridge Road, Boynton Bach, FL 33426 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the collaborative about the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Homeless and Housing Alliance 

Date:  January 16, 2020 

Time:  2:30pm 

Location:   Riviera Beach Conference Room, 1440 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Riviera Beach, FL  

  33404 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the organization about the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 
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Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting 

 

Special Needs Advisory Coalition of Palm Beach County 

Date:  Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

Time:  2:00pm 

Location: Children’s Services Council, 2300 High Ridge Road, Boynton Beach, FL 33426 

 

Purpose of the Meeting: 

DHES staff attended the meeting to inform members about the Consolidated Plan process, request 

comments on the plan and announce that a workshop would be held on March 31, 2020 before the Board 

of County Commissioners to seek direction on the use of HUD resources.  

 

Summary of Public Comments: 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Palm Beach County Homeless Advisory Board 

Date:  February 20, 2020 

Time:  1:30pm 

Location: Vista Center, 2300 N Jog Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33411 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the organization about the preparation of the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to seek their input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and community 

development needs over the next five-year period.  Public participation assists the jurisdiction with 

achieving a strategy for investments of annual allocations of CDBG, ESG and HOME Program funds. 

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 

 

Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting 

 

Action Plan Eastern and Western County Regional Meetings 

a) Eastern County Meeting 

 Date:  Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

 Time:  10:00am 

 Location: 100 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL #3406 

 
Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of the preparation of the FY 2020-2021 Action 

Plan and to seek their input into defining activities to be funded under the CDBG, HOME and ESG 

Programs.  Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Annual Action Plan.   
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Summary of Public Comments (Eastern Meeting): 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

b) Western County Meeting 

Date:  Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

Time:  10:00 A.M.  

 Location: Belle Glade City Hall, 110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Belle Glade, FL 33430  

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

This meeting was held to inform members of the public of the preparation of the FY 202-2021 Action Plan 

and to seek their input into defining activities to be funded under the CDBG, HOME and ESG Programs.  

Comments received will be considered for incorporation into the Annual Action Plan.   

 

Summary of Public Comments (Western Meeting): 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Palm Beach County Citizens Advisory Committee on Health and Human Services 

Date:  March 11, 2020 

Time:  9:00am 

Location: 810 Datura Street, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

As part of the meeting, DHES staff informed members of the committee on the continued preparation of 

the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and sought members input on defining the jurisdiction’s housing and 

community development needs over the next five-year period.  Comments received will be considered 

for incorporation into the Consolidated Plan 

 
Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

Non-Conflict Grant Review Committee Meeting (ESG): 

Date:  April 20, 2020 

Time:  1:00 pm 

Location: 810 Datura Street, West Palm Beach, FL  33401 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

The Non-Conflict Grant Review Committee consists of five (5) individuals whose sole purpose is to review 

the applications for ESG funding which were submitted in response to a NOFA published on  March 9,2020.  

A virtual technical assistance meeting was held on March 23, 2020 for all applicants.  On April 20, 2020, 

the Committee met in a public meeting to review and rank the four (4) applications received and to make 

funding recommendations. 
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Summary of Public Comments: 

No public comments were received. 

 

Committee Direction 

The Committee, after discussing each application individually, came to the following funding 

recommendations:  Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse - $114,520; Adopt-A-Family - $180,538; The 

Salvation Army  -  $100,499; and The Young Women’s Christina Association  -  $55,789. 

 
Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners Workshop 
Date:  May 19. 2020 
Time:  3:00 pm 
Location: PBC Government Center, 301 N. Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
 

Purpose of Meeting: 

The purpose of this public meeting was to seek direction from the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 

on priority needs and goals for the CDBG, HOME and ESG programs in connection with the FY 2020-2024 

Consolidated Plan and to discuss strategies for the FY 2020-2021 Action Plan and to receive BCC direction 

on these needs and strategies.  

Board Discussion 

Commissioner Weiss 

Inquired if the amount of assets held by retirees skews the figure for Area Median Income in the County? 

County Administrator Baker 

HUD provides these numbers to us and these are the figures that we have to work with.  

Commissioner McKinley 

Stated that the fair market rent for a 2 BR unit in the Glades area of Palm Beach County is less than the 

rent for the County as a whole.  Stated that it is hard to get builders into the Glades to build housing due 

to lack of rental funding. 

Also wondered if there was an opportunity to increase funding to agencies that assist victims of domestic 

abuse.   

County Administrator Baker 

That would have to be a directive from the Board. 

Commissioner Bernard 

Stated that the funding levels of the federal grant programs are population driven; therefore, it is 

extremely important that everyone participate in the 2020 Census. 

 
Summary of Public Comments: 

No public comments were received. 

 
Board Direction 

After discussion, the Board directed staff to move forward with addressing the proposed needs and goals 

in the Consolidated Plan and the proposed use of grant funds under the Action Plan as outlined in the 

staff presentation. 
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Consolidated and Action Plan Public Meetings (Eastern and Western) 

a) Virtual Meeting 

Date:  June 23, 2020 

Time:  2:00 pm 

Location: 100 Australian Avenue, Suite 500, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Purpose of Meetings: 

The purpose of the meeting was to present the Draft FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and the Draft FY 

2020-2021 Action Plan to the public, along with funding recommendations prior to approval by the Palm 

Beach County Board of County Commissioners. 

 

Summary of Public Comments:  

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

 

HESComments@pbcgov.org (Email) 

No public comments on the Consolidated Plan or the Action Plan were received through this email 

address.  
 

Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners Public Hearing 

Date:  Tuesday July 14, 2020 

Time:  No Time Certain BCC Meetings start at 9:30 A.M. 

Location: PBC Government Center, 301 N. Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

 

Purpose of the Meeting: 

The purpose of the meeting was to present the FY 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and the FY 2020-2021 

Action Plan to the Board of County Commissioners for approval. 

 
Summary of Public Comments: 

No public comments were received at the meeting. 

Board Direction 

Approved the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan for submission to HUD. 

mailto:HESComments@pbcgov.org
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By Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— America faces the 
“ d a r k e s t  w i n t e r  i n 
modern history” unless 
leaders act decisively to 
prevent a rebound of the 
coronavirus, says a gov-
ernment whistleblower 
who alleges he was ousted 
from his job after warning 
the Trump administra-
tion to prepare for the 
pandemic.

Immunologist Dr. Rick 
Bright makes his sobering 
prediction in testimony 
prepared for his appear-
ance Thursday before 
the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 
Aspects of his complaint 
about early administra-
tion handling of the crisis 
are expected to be backed 
up by testimony from an 
executive of a company 
that manufactures, res-
pirator masks.

A federal watchdog 
agency has found “rea-
sonable grounds” that 
B r i g h t  w a s  r e m o v e d 
from his post as head 
o f  t h e  B i o m e d i c a l 
Advanced Research and 
Development Authority 
after sounding the alarm 
at the Department of 
H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n 
Services. Bright alleged he 
became a target of criti-
cism when he urged early 
efforts to invest in vaccine 
development and stock up 
on supplies.

“Our window of oppor-
tunity is closing,” Bright 
says in his prepared 

testimony posted on the 
House committee web-
site. “If we fail to develop 
a national coordinated 
response, based in sci-
ence, I fear the pandemic 
will get far worse and 
be prolonged, causing 
unprecedented illness and 
fatalities.”

Bright’s testimony fol-
lows this week’s warning 
by Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
government’s top infec-
tious disease expert, that 
a rushed lifting of store-
closing and stay-at-home 
restrictions could “turn 
back the clock,” seeding 
more suffering and death 
and complicating efforts 
to get the economy roll-
ing again.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump has dismissed 
Bright as “a disgruntled 
guy,” and some of the 
president’s political allies 
have urged that Fauci be 
fired, although that seems 
unlikely.

M o r e  t h a n  8 3 , 0 0 0 
people have died in the 
U.S., representing more 
than one-fourth of global 
deaths and the world’s 
highest toll. On the planet 
more than 4.3 million 
have been infected and 
about 295,000 have died.

Eager to restart the 
economy, Trump has 
been urging states to lift 
restrictions, and many 
governors are doing so 
gradually, though con-
sumers remain leery of 
going back to restaurants, 
social events and sporting 
competitions.

In his prepared testi-
mony, Bright said, “The 
undeniable fact is there 
will be a resurgence of 
(COVID-19) this fall, 
greatly compounding the 
challenges of seasonal 
influenza and putting an 
unprecedented strain on 
our health care system.”

“Without clear plan-
ning and implementation 

of the steps that I and 
other experts have out-
lined, 2020 will be darkest 
winter in modern his-
tory,” Bright wrote.

B r i g h t ,  w h o  h a s  a 
doctoral degree in immu-
nology, outlined a path 
forward that would be 
based on science, even 
as researchers work to 
develop better treatments 
and an effective vaccine. 
The steps include:

• Establishing a national 
testing strategy. 

•Doubling down on 
educating the public 
about basic safety mea-
sures such as frequent 
hand-washing and wear-
ing masks in public places 
as guidelines indicate. 

• Ramping up pro-
d u c t i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l 
equipment and supplies.

• Setting up a system 
to fairly distribute equip-
ment and supplies that 
are scarce and highly 
sought. 

Whistleblower: US could face 
virus rebound ‘darkest winter’

A sign on how to keep your family safe during the coronavirus pandemic rests, 
Wednesday, near an entrance to SouthPark Mall, in Strongsville, Ohio. [TONY DEJAK/THE 

ASSOCIATED PRESS]

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

The president’s 
former campaign 
manager is serving 
7 1/2 years for 
crimes related to his 
work for a corrupt 
Ukrainian

By Eileen Sullivan
The New York Times

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Paul Manafort, President 
Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, was 
released from prison 
Wednesday and granted 
confinement in his home 
in northern Virginia 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, one of his 
lawyers, Todd Blanche, 
said.

Manafort had been in a 
minimum-security prison 
in Loretto, Pennsylvania, 
serving a sentence of 
7 ½ years for financial 
and lobbying violations 
related to his work for 
a  c o r r u p t  U k r a i n i a n 
politician.

Prisons and jails across 
the country have been 
hot spots for the spread 
of the virus, though there 
were no recorded cases 
among inmates or staff at 
the Loretto facility where 
Manafort was held.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 
William Barr ordered 
the Bureau of Prisons in 
April to determine which 
federal inmates could be 
safely released to home 
confinement. He directed 
the bureau to “give prior-
ity in implementing these 
new standards to the 
most vulnerable inmates 

and the most affected 
facilities.”

I n  m i d - A p r i l , 
Manafort’s lawyers asked 
the Bureau of Prisons 
to release their client to 
home confinement. The 
lawyers said he was at 
high risk of contracting 
the virus because of his 
age, 71, and preexisting 
health conditions, includ-
ing being hospitalized in 
February after contract-
ing the flu and bronchitis.

The charges against 
Manafort stemmed from 
the investigation by the 
special counsel, Robert 
Mueller, into possible 
ties between Russia and 
the Trump campaign, but 
the cases did not involve 
his five months of politi-
cal work for Trump.

Trump’s former per-
sonal lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, had also been 
told last month that he 
would be released to home 

confinement because 
of virus concerns. He 
had been expected to 
be home by May 1. He 
remains in quarantine in 
a medium-security prison 
in Otisville, New York, a 
person familiar with his 
situation said.

Cohen has been serving 
three years for violating 
campaign finance laws in 
part related to a scheme 
to pay hush money to two 
women who said they had 
affairs with Trump. The 
president has denied the 
affairs and publicly criti-
cized Cohen, who once 
said he would take a bullet 
for Trump.

T h e  J u s t i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h 
oversees the Bureau of 
Prisons, did not respond 
t o  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 
Manafort’s release or 
Cohen’s continued con-
finement. Some inmates 
and staff at the Otisville 

prison where Cohen is 
being held have tested 
positive for the virus and 
since recovered, but the 
disease has not been as 
widespread there as it has 
been at other detention 
centers.

Trump has publicly 
praised Manafort. After 
Manafort was convicted, 
he said his former cam-
paign chairman “refused 
to ‘break’” under pressure 
from prosecutors, unlike 
Cohen.

“I feel very badly for 
Paul Manafort and his 
wonderful family,” Trump 
said at the time. “Such 
respect for a brave man!”

Last June, Manafort 
was to be transferred 
to the Rikers Island jail 
complex in New York 
City to await state mort-
gage fraud charges, as is 
typically done with most 
federal inmates in that 
position. But the Justice 
Department intervened 
to ensure that Manafort 
would not be moved from 
the low-security facility in 
Pennsylvania. Manafort 
was indicted in New York 
as part of an effort by the 
Manhattan district attor-
ney to ensure he would 
face time in prison, even 
if Trump pardoned him 
for his federal crimes. In 
December, a judge dis-
missed the state charges.

Sharon LaFraniere 
contributed reporting 
from Washington, and 
Maggie Haberman and 
William K. Rashbaum 
from New York.

Manafort released to home confinement

Paul Manafort arrives in court on June 27, 2019 in 
New York. President Donald Trump’s former campaign 
manager was to be arraigned on state mortgage fraud 
charges. A judge dismissed those charges in December. 
[SETH WENIG/ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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